Video Notes: Battle of Britain
· In late June 1940 only the English Channel stood between Great Britain and the Nazis.

· Two-months of blitzkrieg, the combination of aerial bombardment and fast moving armored divisions, put Hitler in control of most of Western Europe.
· After the defeat of France, Hitler thought Great Britain would agree to a humiliating truce.
· So far Britain’s ally, the U.S., failed to enter the war.

· The British experienced a humiliating defeat at the Port of Dunkirk.

· New British Prime Minister Winston Churchill said the British would have to be defeated at home since they would not surrender.

· Hitler dropped propaganda pamphlets to the British people to surrender or face defeat.

· Hitler next began Operation Sea Lion- the invasion of Britain.

· The Luftwaffe (Nazi air force) was led by Herman Goring and the plan was to defeat Britain (by mid-September) before the autumn storms set in preventing a land invasion.

· The British Air Force Fighter Command was led by Air Marshal Sir Hugh Dowding, nicknamed stuffy (he did not show much emotion).

· Dowding ordered that no more planes be sent to France and that Britain needed to begin defending Britain.

· New Fighter Planes, the Spit Fire and Hurricane, were brought in just in time.

· Early detection relied on new radar system that identified low level and high level threats. This was connected to a complex communication system in Britain.

· Britain was divided into a series of sections for its defense.

· Churchill said of the defense of Britain: “The odds were great, our margins small, the stakes infinite.”

· Across the English Channel the Luftwaffe believed victory would be easy (Goring said less than 1-month to defeat the Royal Airforce).

· The odds were stacked against Fighter Command- 700 British Spit Fires and Hurricanes were to face 1,000 Nazi fighters and 1,500 Nazi bombers.

· All of Britain was set to face the Nazi attack.

· On July 10, the Luftwaffe attacked. Goring hoped to close the English Channel to shipping and draw British planes into fights far from their bases.

· With early losses the British did not expect they could last long against the attack.

· For the rest of July the Luftwaffe kept attacking shipping and ports.

· By early August Dowding had lost nearly one-third of his most experienced pilots.

· The only good thing for the British was that plane production kept producing more planes at a great speed.

· Unimpressed with the Nazi progress against Britain- Hitler ordered Goring to step up the attack in a second phase called Eagle Attack. His plan was to attack air fields and communication systems pushing back Fighter Command away from the British southern coast. This was to prepare for the Nazi land invasion.

· The first task for the Nazis was to destroy the British radar systems. On August 12, 1940 Nazi planes were sent in to destroy the radar system. With success, the Nazis next sent waves of bombers into southern England.

· German intelligence was convinced that Fighter Command, airfields, and radar were permanently destroyed.

· Britain acted quickly and within 24-hours the radar and airfields were repaired and Fighter Command was back in operation.

· British pilots quickly learned that flexibility and improvisation were critical. They learned that the best way to break up a bomber formation was to head straight into it.

· In perfect summer weather, the dramatic dogfights were watched by many civilians.

· It was a difficult task to keep pilots in the air. Ground crews worked around the clock to ensure that the pilots could get back in action when they needed to. Everywhere the strain was starting to show and nobody knew how long the British pilots could hold on.

· The numbers of British pilots were decreasing as time went on but they continued despite the difficulties.

· Fighter Command’s numbers were boosted from experienced pilots from Nazi occupied lands in Europe.
· As August wore on the Nazi land invasion forces prepared to invade.

· German morale also declined as time went on and Channel sickness set in from the multiple trips across the English Channel that the Nazi pilots made each day.

· On August 24, 1940 a German bomber accidentally bombed London (Hitler expressly forbade bombing London except upon his orders). The high number of civilian casualties ignited the British people.

· Churchill was incensed and immediately ordered his men to bomb Berlin and 80 Wellington bombers did so leading to many civilian deaths in Berlin.

· Goring had wrongly assured the people of Berlin would never be bombed.

· Hitler gave an angry speech assuring the British that he would soon attack. Now he ordered Goring to focus its attack on the City and Port of London instead of Fighter Command.

· September 7, 1940 Goring’s attack of London was for revenge and to flush out the remaining British fighters and destroy them.

· German pilots flew erratically to confuse observers and radar. There were waves and waves of Nazi aircraft headed towards London.

· All British squadrons headed towards London and tried to prevent the bombers from getting through.

· London’s east end was devastated. The German bombing continued day and night for the next 4-days.

· London’s suffering gave Dowding and Fighter Command a break so it could re-group and repel the Nazis. If the British could hold out, the bad weather would soon prevent a land invasion.

· On September 15, 1940 Goring sent in the largest air invasion the world had ever seen. 

· When the Luftwaffe reached London it faced 300 Spit Fires and Hurricanes. It was now up to the pilots. Whole groups of German bombers were breaking up and fleeing.

· The day became known as Battle of Britain Day and the British repelled the Nazi invasion.

· Hitler suspended his idea of invading Britain. Never again would invasion of Britain be at risk for the remainder of the war.
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